—<e 


we a -_ $ 








American Apollo, 


No. 11. Part II. Vout. I. 


Containing Effays, Moral, Political and Poetical, and the daily Oc. 
currences in the Natural, Civil and Commercial World. 
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ror tne AMERICAN APOLLO. 


Meffrs. PRINTERS, 
Tf the following have fufficient merit, by admitting tt into your ufeful paper, 
you will gratify a cufomer. Z..- Se 
December,22, 1791. 
YSANDER was a perfon, who hated the fociety of man, and was 
conftantly cavilling at the works of creation. One morning to tn- 
dulge a fit of the fpleen he left his houfe, ang direéted his courfe towards 
adiftant wood, He wore away the day, as he went, by fearching after 
and condemning everv apparent deformity of nature. The fun is fet, he 
has loft his way ; the clouds veil the fkies, and not a ftaris feen to direé his 
courfe, His courage is {mall ; at every quivering leaf he trembles. A- 
gain he hears a ruftling ; he ftarts; he looks before him, and {pies a dog. 
The dog looks wifhfully on him a minute, and trots away. This gives 
him a little hope; he fummons up his courage, and follows him. The 
dog leads him to a {mall opening, in the midft of which ftood a little cot- 
tage. He approaches it; the light fhines through the cracks; he 
knocks at the door; a pleafant voice bids him enter; he goes in ; Sy1- 
vanbeRr and his lovely Detra fit fupping at the table ; their repaft was 
milk. They bid him a hearty welcome. “ Will you, fays Syivandex, 
ctr with us ?” Delia immediately rifes from table and brings another 
owl enriched with this fimple, but wholefome diet. Fatigue and hun- 
ger had prepared Myfander to accept of that, which in the morning he 
would have rejefted. Hefups, and is revived. They rife from table, 
and {pend the evening in pleafint, vet innocent converfation, In the 
cottage was but one room, and but one bed; this bed is refigned to the 
ftranger. Delia fpreads a blanket on the floor. Sylvander with a heart 
according with his tongue, renders thanks to the God of Heaven, and 
prays for a blefling. In concert with his Delia he fings an evening 
hymn, and then with a lovely habe they lie themfelves down to reft, 
Sleep fheds her popies over them, and gentle dreams fteal fwecetly on 
their fancy; they repofe in peace, 
The morning blufhes in the eaft; and Sylvander arifes; he walks 
foxth in contemplation ; he liftens to the mufic of the birds, welcoming 
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the zifimg fun. Delia is employed in milking. In the mean time,’ My: 
fander awakes. He is*refrefhed by» his repofe, but his murmuring 
thoughts returh upon him. Sylvander and Delia wnitein their devo- 
tions. The table is fpread: After looking to Heaven ivr a ‘bleffing, 
which Sylvander never neglected, they fit down totheir repait. The 
words of Delia are mild and cheerful; innocence fits fmiling in her 
arms! fhe fmiles in return, With acheart as unfpotted. After breakfaft 
they thank Heaven for the favour, and Sylvander conduéts Myfander to 
the fields. The ftranger again indulges his complaining humour ; he 
finds fault_with almoft every thing he mects, Sylvander with equal dil- 
igence,ehdéavduts te recoficile. “For what purpofe is this ledge of 
rocks arid this thicket of briars?’””  ** This ledge replied Sylvanider, fur- 
nifhes me materjals for fencing my ground, in the mean time my Delia 
plucks from thefe briars adelicious fruit; if fhe happehs to wound her 
hand with, the thorn, fhe-does not complain of that; fhe calmly atks, 
where would be the {weet of our pleafure without the-mixture of a little 

ain?” After a fhort walk they réturn to the cottage. At the north 
ide Of the room ftood a table, on it was fpread a large fheet of brown pa 
per, in this was a little-hele; under which appeared a white paper with 
feveral dotted lines on it: Sylvander took Myfander to the table, opened 
a wooden window above it, pulled eut a drawer from the table, and 
took out a microfcope. ‘*Mylander, do you fee that little hole in the 
peper ? If-you would divert yourfelf with fomething curious, look at it 
through this microfcopes’ He looks; what does he fee !, Nothing but 
a rough white furface daubed over with feveral uneaven, ill defined 
jpots.. What, fays Myfandeg,is this your-curiofity ? You have raifed my 
expectation on purpole to.dMappoint me, It is as I faid, all the works 
ef nature are a mafs of deformity ; the more we examine them, the more 
ridiculous they appear. After he had flormed awhile, Sylvandcr en- 
treated him to ba patient. Examine it, faid he, with your naked eye. 
Myfander examines.it: Some of the lines were firaight, others bending ; 
some.conlified of black dots, others of red; the black was deep and 
fhining, the redvived ; the dots were {mall, round and equidiftant ; 
the paper of a moft delicate white. This appearance of the lines gave 
him {ome pleafare, but he was diilatished with the arrangement, for they 


on . . . ’ . « ° 
croiied the hole in irregular direGlions. Sylvander takes the brown pa- 


per by us fides, and, removing it, unfolds a moft agreeable {cene. It 


was a large theet of delicate paper divided by a line into two apartménts. 
‘The lower part contaimed a fyllem of flvaight and curve lines, crofling 


in vatious direétions, but all tending to advance one grand harmomious 


cetign. Inthe other part,was a land{cape; its colouring vied with na- 
ture; the feenery afforded no leis pleafure. About the middle rofe an 
clegant temple, delineated according to the moit accurate rules of per- 
ipettive, Leforeit wasan ample green; onthis was a company of 
boys and girls, {porting in their innocent amufements ; the former run- 
ning forthe goal, the iatter picking violets, and other hte, flowers to 
aecorare therr bofoms. On the left hand were feveral rich dwelling 
houfes, with fair gardens and {preading thady trees. At the right hand 
Was all ¢xtentive plain; in one part of it was an honeft farmer, whiftling 
behind his plough ; in another part a ficld of corn waving before a gentle 
breeze. Separated from this by an intervening fence, was a rich patture, 
48 Was covered with flocks and herds ; fome feeding, others quenching 

their 
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their thirft at the cooling fountain ; fome lying at cafe under the {pread- 
ing fhade, others frifking and wantoning over the green. Beyond this 
plain, ata confiderable diftance rofe the fhaggy top of a ftupendous 
meintain, at whofe foot was a large meandering river. All thefe objotts 
were ftruck out ina mafterly manner. Over them was the blue {ky look- 
ing at intervals through the brown fkirted clouds. The whole defign 
was noble, the execution complete. Myfander ftood, like a itock, in 
filent wonder, He was charmed on the {pot by the grandeur of the 
view, Sylander thus accolts him :, “ Do you fee no beauty here, nothing 
which affords you a pleafing fenfation ? Silence is confent, ‘The glafs, 
through which you firft viewed a part of this paper, was the eye of prej- 
udice. It magnifies the apparent defeéts of mature, and changes real 
beauty into feeming deformity. The fecond view was with the eye of un~ 
bialfed,. reafon ; this placed the fcene in a more agreeable light ; but hu- 
man reafon is circumicribed within narrow limits; it indeed gives order 
and beauty to the parts, but the grand whole is left involved in obfcurity. 
‘Fhe laft view reprefents the fcene, which opens at death. Then willthe 
veil be.removed, and we fhall fee things asthey are. The little feeming 
irregularitics, which now peas us, when feen in their true connex-- 
ion, will appear the marks of moft perfeé&t beauty, On the meanelt pur 
in the grand frame of nature; we fhall then {ee written in con{picuous 
charaéters : THE WISDOM OF GOD. 

. Myfander. felt convittion feizing his mind, and Rood wondering in 
filence. Sylvander darkened the window of his cottage,and ata {mallhole 
through a convex lens admitted a fun beam, ‘This he received upon a 
triangular prifm ; the prifm by its refra€live power caft a moft beautiful 
image on the oppolite wall. The lower part of it was red, this was very 
vived; next to the red was orange, next to orange a bright yellow ; aft- 
ex thefe was a lively green, pleafing tothe cye and 





delightfulto the fancy ; 
it was followed by the blue and indigo colors no lef{s agreeable. But lait 
of all, mild as the evening, lovely as a breeze in fummer, ole fweetly 
on the fight the enchanting purple. 

In this image, faid Sylvander, you fee all the fimple colors if nature. 
Their number is feven, From the compolition of thefe alone arifes that 
infinite variety of tints, which adorns the morning and evening fky, and 
paints the rich carpet of the plain. This is the work of God; and it is 
a diftinguifhing mark of his works, that by the moft fimple caufes are 
produced the moft complicated and wonderful effects. 

He then removed the prifm, and let the beam of light fall upon a fheet 
of white paper, forming on it a round white image, Over this he placed 
a large microfcope, and bid Myfander look through it, he obeyed ; he 
looked, and ftarted back with aftonifhment. The view was ausult be- 
yond defcription... It feemed a boundlefs field, interfperfed with hills 
and valleys, groves and plains; and thefe abounding with life in every 
jorm. Upon this field in a conftant flood defcended the rays of light, 
which rebounded from it in every direétion. Each ray feemed a luc- 
ceflion of globes in the following order; firit a large red globe, next a 
{maller orange one, then a ycllow one, then a green, followed by a blue 
and an indigo one, and laftly a violet, the magnitude decrealing from the 
firtt to the laft; the fucceflion was then repeated ; and each globe was a 
habitation of life and enjoyinent, 

Syivander only obferved, “here is the finger of the Deity.” Myandet 
aniwered, “Itisenough. Adicu, wy gentle hoft, henceforth I will con- 
demn my folly, mot murmur at the works of creation,” tuk 
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Tine LIFE or CERVANTES 


[Concluded from page ro2. | 

ERVANTES did every thing in his power to cheer his drooping 

companions. He bad them hope Viano would return ; for fo he 

either really thought or affeéted to think. But Viano was never more 
heard of. , 

As their minds grew more and more defpondent, their bodies kept pace 
in fufferance. From the dampnefs of their fubterraneous habitation, 
and for want of air and exercife, the major part of them fell dangerouflv 
ill, So long as Cervantes had ftrength fufficient left, he miniflered to 
their wants ; procured them proper aliment; tended upon, and com- 
forted them ; but at length falling fick himfelf, he was obliged to have 
recourfe to others, He inftruéted one of his companions who was yet 
well, where he was to go, and how he was to condué himfelf, in order to 
procure provifions, 

As if the meafure of their griefs was not yet full, this man, on whom 
their fecurity and very exiftence depended, proved a traitor. He went 
ftraight to Azan the King, and made difcovery of the whole. And hav- 
ing, the better to fecure his pardon, turned Mahometan, the imfamous 
wretch unhefitatingly conduéted a party of foldiers to the fpot where his 
countrymen lay concealed... : 

The wretched Spaniards were immediately feized and put in irons, 
and carried to the palace to receive fentence. “When they came into the 
King’s prefence, he promifed them pardon if they would diteover their 
ringleader, ‘* That am I, (exclaimed Cervantes,) fave my innocent com- 
panions, and lead me to death.” The King, {truck with his magnanimity, 
remitted him his crime. and delivered him to his mafter Mam}, with ftri@ 
injun@tions not to infli€& punifhment on fo brave a fellow. The reft too 
were pardoned, except the poor gardener, who was executed upon the 
ipot. , 

Cervantes, hardly dealt with by fortune, betrayed by a countryman, his 
friend too and companion, one like himfelf, in mifery, and reduced again 
to the condition of a flave, inftead of giving way to defpondency, did 
but fo much the more impatiently ftrive to regain his liberty ; four fev- 
cral times he atttempted it, but fill without fuccefs. His laft feheme was 
worthy of a daring mind: It was no lefs than to caufea general revolt of 
the flaves of whatfoever nation, to overpower the Barbarians, and make 
himfelf mafter of the city. 

The confpiracy was difcovered ; and Servantes, though known to be 
the author of it, again efcaped punifhment. So true is it, that undaunt- 
ed courage forces refpeé& even from our enemies. 

It is probable Cervantes meant to {peak of himfelf, when, in the ftory 
of ‘The Slave,’ (one of the moft interefting epifodes, in ‘ Don Quixote,’) 
he fays ; § The cruel Azan King of Algiers, never fhowed any mercy, ex- 
cept to one Saavedra, a Spanifh foldier ; who often times, at hazard of 
his life, formed euiterprifes of fo daring a nature, that the infidels are not 
likely foon to forget them.’ 

Though Azan {pared Servantes’s life, he did not choofe to truft fo for- 
midable a captive in other hands than his own; and therefore purchafed 
him of his mafter Mami, and caufed him to be watched very narrowly. 

Not long after he was in his poffeffion, the King was obliged to go to 
Conftantinople, but was willing to be rid firft of a perfon whom he con 
fidered in fo dangerous a light: He theretore gave intimation to Cervan- 
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fés’§ relations of his ciptive ftate ; in order that they tight, if they though? 
proper, redeem him. i Pap 7 

rvantes’s mother, who was ftill living, a widow, and very poor, dif- 
pofed of what few valuables fhe had; and haftened with the produét, 
about three hundred ducats, of filver, tothe Trinity Fathers at Madrid ; 
whofe particular bufinefs it was to negotiate for the ranfom of Spanifh 
captives. This fum, though the widow’s all, was not deemed adequate, 
The King infifted upon five hundred golden crowns, The holy fathers, 
—for fuch, in this inftance, they may be truly called,—compaflionating 
the widow’s diftrefs, made up, with theirown money, the fum required ; 
and Cervantes was redeemed on the 19th of September, 1580, after a 
Captivity Of five years. 

+ on his return to his native land, Cervantes, out of love with a mil- 
itary life, refolved to devote himfelf to letters. He fettled in lodgings 
with his mother ; and indulged the pleafing hope, that by his labours he 
fhould be able to procure her a comfortable fubfiftence, 

He was then three and thirty years of age. His firft publication was 
Galatea :’ of which he gave only fix books; but never finifhed it, al 
though it met withra tolerable reception. 

This fame year Cervantes mafried Donna Catharine de Pelacios; a la- 
dy of good family, and doubtlefs of great perfonal merit,—for he had ne 
fortune with her. To fupport his family, he took to writing for the 
ftage ; and he affures us, with very good fuccefs. Neverthelefs, he {oon 
quitted his theatrical concerns for an employ obtained at Seville, where 
he went to refide. It was there he wrote his ‘ Novels,’ in which he has 
fo well pourtrayed the manners and vices of that great city. 

Cervantes wasin his fiftieth year, when bufinets called him to La Man- 
cha, The inhabitants of an incontiderable village, called Argamazilla, 
upon fome frivolous pretext quarrelled with him, and dragg¢d him to 

rifon ; where he was a confiderable time confined. It was in that very 
prifon he began his incomparable ‘Don Quixote.” He thought to re- 
venge himfelf for the ill treafment he met with, by laying the firft {cenes 
of this hero’s extrayagances in that neighbourhood ; though he forbcre 
mentioning the name of that particular village throughout the whole ro- 
mance. : | 

He began with publifhing only the ‘Firit Part of Don Quixote ;’ 
which not meeting’ with its deferved fuccefs, Cervantes, who knew tho- 
roughly the difpofition of mankind, immediately wrote a little picce,. 
which he entitled ‘The Serpent.’ This pamphlet, which is no where te 
be met with now (not even in Spain) feemed, on the face of it, to be a 
criticifm on ‘Don Quixote®’ but was in effcé& a cutting fatire wpon the 
blockheads who detra#ted from the merit of that excelent work. Eve- 
ty body read the fatire; and‘ Don Quixote’ thereby gained a reputation 
which its own intrinfic merit Ougat rather to have procured it,, 

Hereuponall the witlings in Spain combinedagainttthe author. Though 
living themfelves in a ftate of warfare and hatred one of another, they 
Were not fo occupied but they could obferve the hafty ftrides which our 
literary giant was making towards the temple of Famc; and they were 
fenfible that, he having’ once gained admitllion, the doors would be fhut 
againft them forever. For this reafon, they agreed for the pretent to lay 
afide their animofities ; and not only patched up a truce amon s{t them- 
felves, but entered into a league again{t their formidable rival. Aguin!t 
him they drew up all their forces; againft him pointed théir envenomed 
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ihafts, and directed all their artillery: But not in the wav of honeft open 
enemies ; not by boldly facing him in the field, but by harrafling him on 
hismarch. They attacked him, not as grammarians and philologifts, but 
as quibblers, & eavillers; not with arguments, but infults; Nor blufhed 
they even to add the groileftcalumny to the moft malicious criticifm, In 
fine, Cervantes’s growing fame proved more fatal to him than the negleét 
he had formerly experienced, 

Whether from the tyranny of the Kings of Spain, or her fub-tyrants 
the priefts (be it remembered that it is ftill an abfolute monarchy, and 
the inquifition fubfifts in full force) that nation has been juftly reproached 
with being very far behind the reft of Europe in learning. At the time, 
in‘ particular, in which Cervantes lived, men of real knowledge and 
found judgment were very rare. So few indeed were they who had tafte 
enough to relifh the humour, or difcern the beauties of his writing, that, 
everawed by the hoit of fcribblers in combination againft him, he durft 
not for many years put any thing to prefs. His means of fupport thus 
cut off, he fell into extreme indigence, 

Happily for him, the Countde-Lemos and Cardinal of Toledo were 
not infenfible of his worth, and occafionally relieved him, The pat- 
ronage and heuntv, which Cervantes’s grateful nature infinitely magni- 
tied,were continued to him to his death ; but were neither proportion- 
ed to their rank and ability, nor te his penury and merit. 

Cervantes eagerly embraced the firft occafion which prefented of tefts 
ifying his fenf of the Count's favours, by dedicating to him his ‘ Novels ;’ 
#work whiich made its appearance about eight years after the ‘ Firft 
Part of Don Quixote.’ The year following he publifhed his ‘ Journey 
to Parnaflus.’ Neither of theie produ€tions turned to much profit : and 
the Count’s pecuniary atliftance was fo very trifling, that to keep his fam- 
ily from ftarving, he was conftrained to publifly * Eight Plays,’ which had 
been refafed at the theatre. 

It was Cervantes’s hard lot to fuffer great humiiation as well as great 
mifery. An Arragonian, whocalledhimlelf Avellanedahad the impudence 
to publifi, during our.author’s life, ‘A Continuation of Don Quixote.’ 
A-moft wretched performance it was faid to be; wholly devoid of wit, 
fpirit, or tafte: But it abounded in feurrility and perfonal abufe of poor 
Cetvantes.. This circumi{tance alone, which ought to have rendered Avel- 
laneda and his work together odious, brought them both into repute. 

Our author anfwered this unmerited abufe, as all abufe is belt anfwer- 
ed, bw taking no manner of notice of it; bur contented himfelf w th pubs 
Mthing * A Second Part of Den Quixote,’ more excellent, if pothble, than 
the * Firlt.’ . 

Every One was now convineed of Cervantes’s fuperior’ talents; and’ 
ret,—-/how unit mankind are!)—the more reafon they had to be fatish- 
ed with our author's worth, the lefs the} feemed difpofed-to pafs cenfure 
on his execrable rival. Spain is wot the only country in the world 
where malice is let loofe to hunt down real merit, and detraGtion is taken 
into favour. As long. as Cervantes lived, Avellaneda was talke@ of : as 
foon as he was dead, Avellancda was forgotten. 

Vhe * Second Part of Don Quixote’ was the laft of our author’s writ- 
ings publifhed im his life-time. . He was at work, upon his * Perfiles and- 
Sigifmuncda.’ when he was attacked by a drop{y, of which he died. As 
he was feiilible how fmall was his chance of cure, he grew very anxious 
to complete the work ; and by too conftant application, aggravated his 
diferder, and thereby aceelerated-his death, As 
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As Cervantes, his whole life through, had borne up manfully againit 
the heavieft preflure of misfortunes, his fortitude did not at the laft for- 
fake him. Four days only before he died, he ordered his remance, ‘ Per- 





. files,’ to be brought him ; and in his then weak ftate, and with a feeble 


hand, traced out the Epiftle dedicatory to the Count de Lemos. This 


go }f 


Dedication is too remarkable to land in need of apology for inierting 3 
here. 
C2. 


To Don Pepro Ferxanpes ve Castro, Count of Lemos, E9c. &ec. 


* We have an old Spanifh R omance, the begi inning of whichis but toe 


applicable to my prefent condition :— 


Death ha s faf hold of me, vet I 
Would write to you before I die. 


This is exa&tly my cafe. Yefterday I received extreme unction ; to d 
I am at the point of death; and am lorry that I cannot therefore properly 
exprefs to you my congratulations upon your fafe return toSpam, The 
pleafure that it gives me might, one w ould think, be the means of fav ing 
my life; but-—God’s will be done. 

* Your Excellency will know at leaft that my gratitude has lafted as 
long as has my life, . 

©] regret that it isnot in my power to finifh certain of my works 
which were intended to be dudices’ to your Lordfhip, viz. ‘The Garden 
Calendar ;}—* The Great Bernard ;’ —and the ‘ Laft Part of Galatea,’ for 
which I know you have a fort of partiality. But, to accomplifh all this, 
I had need beg of the Alm ig} ity to work a miracle in my favour; wher 
as my molt carnch prayer is, —that he will keep your Excellency in his 
{pecial care, 


Madnd, April 1g, 1616, Micnaer pe Cervanre: 
The twenty-third of the fame month he died, : aoe “d fix ty-cight years fi 


months and fome days. 

He who coutd mat nifeft upon fo many try ing ace, ions fach fririt and 
intre idity+-could comport himlelf, when a captive, as Cervantes did—- 
could write fucha book as * Doz. Quixote,’ andin a pril6a too—-and 
could pen fuch a Dedication on his death-bed, was certainly a man above 
the ordinary ftamp, 
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“An A&h to chlablifh the POST-O KE ICE and postr-ROADS, 
within the United States. 
CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 10 
ND be it further enafed, That all letters and a kets, pafling by fea 
to and from the United States, or from one port to another therein, 
in pas ket boats or veffeis, the Bropeay provided by the Unifed State 
fhall be rated and charged. follows: Tor cverv fincle letter, eight 
cents; for every dou! ed letter, fiatecn cents; for ev Cc! y trip le letter ‘or 
packet, twenty ‘four cents ; ra every letter or packet brou: ght imto the 
United States, or carried from one port therein to another by iea, in an 
ao fhip or veflel, four cents, if delivered at the place where the 
ame fhall arrive; and if direéted to be delivered at an y other place, 
with the addition of the like peitage as other letters are made fubjeé r :oO 
the payment of by this aft, 
And be it further enaéted, That if any deputy poftmafter, or other per- 
fon authorifed by the Poftmafter-General, to receive the poftages of let- 
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ters, fhall fraudulently demand or receive any rate of poftage, or any 


‘gratuity or reward, other than is provided by this a€&t for the poftage of 


letters or packets, on convittion thereof, he fhall forfeit for every fuch 
offence, one hundred dollars, and fhall be_rendered incapable of holding 
any office under the Upited States. : 
~ And-be it further ena&ed, That no fhip or veffel, arriving at any port with- 
in the United States, where a polt-ofliceis eftablifhed, fhall be permitted to 
report, make entry or break bulk, till the mafter or commander hall 
have delivered to the poftmatter, all letters direfted to any perfon or per- 
fons within the United States, which, under his care or within his power, 
tall be brought in fuch fhip or vefiel, other than fuch as are direéted to 
he owner or confignee ; But when a veffel fhall be bound to another 
port, than that, at which fhe may enter, the letters belonging to, or to be 
dclivered at faid port of delivery, fhall not be delivered to the poftmattey 
at the port ofentry. And it fhall be the duty of the colleétor or other 
officer of the port, empowered to receive entries of fhips or veffels, to 
require from every mafter or commander of fuch fhip or veffel, an oath 
or affirmation, purporting that he has delivered all fuch letters, except as 
atorefaid, * , 

And be it further enaéted, That the poltmafters to whom fuch letters 

may be delivered, fhall pay tothe mafter, commander, or other perfon 
delivering the ‘fame, except the commanders of foreign packets, two cents 
for every fuch jetter or packet ; and fhall obtain from the perfon deliv- 
ering the iame, a certificate {pecifying the number of letters and packets, 
with the name of the fhip or veffel, and the place from whence fhe laft 
failed ; which certificate, together with a receipt for the moncy, fhall be 
with his half yearly accounts, tranfmitted to the Poftmafter-General who 
jhall credit the amount thereof to the poftmafter forwarding the fame. 
"And be it further enaéted, That if any perfon, other than the Poftmatter- 
General, or his deputies, or perfons by them employed, fhall take up, re- 
ceive, order, difpatch, convey, carry or deliver any letter or letters, pack- 
et or packets, other than new{papers, for hire or reward, or fhall be con- 
cerned in fetting up any foot or horfe poft waggon or other carriage, by 
or in which any letger or packet fhall be carried for hire, on any eftab- 
lifhed poft-road or any packet, or other veflel or boat, grany convcy- 
ance whatever, whereby the revenue of the general poft-office may be in- 
jured, every perion, fo offending thall forfeit, for every offence, the fum 
of two hundrea dollars, Provided, That it fhall and may be lawful for 
every perfon to fend letters or packets by fpecial meffenger. 
And de it further enaded, That the deputy poftmafters or agents of the 
Pof{malter-General, fnall duly accourit and anf{wer to him, far all bye gr 
way-letters, and fhall fpecity the number and rates in the poft-bill. And 
if any deputy poftmafter or agent fhall negleét fo to account, he or they 
io offending, thall on conv: Gion thereof, forfeit, for every fuch offence, 
a fum not exceeding one hundred dollars, Pet 1 

And be it further enaftca, That if any perfon, employed in any of the de- 
partments of the general Poft-office, fhall unlawfully detain, delay, or 
open, any letrer, pecket, bag or mail of letters, with which he fhall be 
entrufted, or which fhall have come to his poficflion, and which are in- 
tended to be conveyed by polit, Ormif any fuch perfon fhall fecrete, em- 
bezzle or deftroy any letter or packet, entrufted to him, as aforefaid, and 
which fhall not coutain any fecurity for, or affurénce relating to moncy, 
as herein after deferibed, every fuch oflender, being thereof duly convic- 
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ted, fhall, for every fuch offence, be fined not ¢xceeding three hundred 
dollars, or imprifoned not exceeding fix months, or both, according tothe 
circumftances and aggravation of the offence. And if any perfon em- 

loyed as aforefaid, fhall fecrete, embezzle or deftroy, any letter, packet, 
boas or mail of letters, with which he fhall be entrufted, or which fhall 
have come to his poffeffion, and are intended to be conveyed by pott, 
containing any bank note, or bank poft-bill, bill of exchange, warrant of 
the Treafary of the United States, note of aflignment of ftock in the 
funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends or for fell- 
ing ftock in the funds, or for receiving the intereft thereof, or any letter 
of credit, or note for, or relating to the payment of money, or other bond 
or warrant, draft, bill, or promiffory note whatfoever, for the payment of 
money ; or if any fuch perfon, employed as aforefaid, fhall fteal or take 
any of the fame out of any letter, packet, bag or mail of letters, that fhall 
come to his poffeffion, he fhall, on conviétion, for any fuch offence, fuffer 
death. Andif any perfon, who fhall have taken charge of the mail of 
the United States, fhall quit or defert the fame, before his arrival at the 
next poft-office, every fuch Chal we fo offending, fhall forfeit and pay 4 
fum, not exceeding five hundred dollars, for every fuch offence. And 
if any perfon, concerned in carrying the mail of the United States, fhall 
colleét, receive or carryanyletter or packet, or fhall caufe or procure the 
fame to be done, contrary to this aft, every fuch offender fhall forfeit and 
pay. for every fuch offence, a {um not exceeding fifty dollars. 

And b¢ it further enaded, That if any perfon or perfons fhall rob any 
carrier of the mail of the United States, of fuch mail, or if any perfon 
fhall rob the mail, in which letters aré fent to be conveyed by poft, of 
any letter or packet, or fhall fteal fuch mail, or fhall {teal and take from 
or out of the fame, or from or out of any poft-office, any letter or packet, 
{uch offender or offenders fhall, on convittion thereof, fuffer death. 

And be it further ena&ied, That the deputy poftmafters fhall, refpe€tive- 
- ly, publifh at the expiration of every three months, in one of the new!- 
papers publifhed at, or neareft the place of his refidence, for three fuc- 
ceflive weeks, a hit of all the letters then remaining in their refpe@ive 
offices: and ai the expiration pf the next three months, fhall fend fuch 
of the {aid letters as then remain gn hand, as dead letters, to the general 
pott-office, where the fame fhall be opened and infpeéted ; and if any 
valuable papers or matter of confequence, fhall be found therein, it fhall] 
be the duty of the Poftmafter-General, to caufe a defcriptive lift thereof 
to be inferted in one of the new!papers, publliihed at the place moft con- 
venient to where the owner may be fuppofed to refide, if within the Uni- 
ted States, and fuch letter and the contents fhall be preferved, to be de- 
livered to the perfon, to whom the fame {hall be addreffed, upon pay- 
ment of the poftage, and the expenfe of publication. 
And be it further enaéted, That the following letters and packets, and no 
others, fhall be received and conveyed by poft, free of poftage, under 
fuch reftrictions, as are herein after provided ; that is to fay; All letters 
aud packets to or from the Prefident or Vice-Prefident of the United 
States, and all letters and packets, not exceeding two ounces in weight, 
to or from any member of the Senate or Hagpfc of Reprefentatives, the 
Secretary of the Senate or Clerk of the Houte of Reprefentatives, during 
their aétual attendance in any feflion of Congrels, and twenty days afte: 
fuch lesion, All letters to and from the Secretary of the Treafury, and 
his affiftant, Comptroller, Regifter, and Auditor pf the Treafuryv, the 
4 Treafurer, 
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Treafurer, the Secretary of State, the Secretary at War, the Commiffion« 
ers for fettling the accounts between the United States and individual 
States, the Poit-mafter-General and his affiftant: Provided, That no per- 
fon fhall frank or enclofe any letter or packet, other than his own; but 
any public letter or packet from the department of the Treafury, may be 
franked by the Secretary of the Tyeafury, or the Affiftant Secretary, or 
by the Comptroller, Regifter, Auditor or Treafurer ; and that each per- 
fon before named fhall deliver to the Poft-office every letter or packet en- 
clofed to him, which may be dire&ted to any other perfor, noting the 
place from whence it came by poit, and the ufual poftage fhall be charg- 
ed thereon. 

And be it further enafted, That if any perfon fhall counterfeit the hand 
writing of any other perfon, in order to evade the payment af poftage ; 
fuch perfon or perfons, fo offending, and being thereof duly convitted, 
fhall forfeit and pay, for every fuch offence, the fum of one hundred dol- 
lars. . 

And beit further enaéted, That every printer of new{papers may fend one 
paper to each and every other printer of newfpapers within the United 
States, free of poftage, under fuch regulations, as the Poft-mafter-General 
fhall provide. 

And be it further enaéed, That all newipapers, conveyed in the mail, 
fhall be under a caver open at one end, carried in feparate bags from the 
letters, and charged withthe payment of one cent, for any diftance not 


. more than one hundred miles, and one cent and a half for any greater 


diftance: And it fhall be the duty of the Poft-mafter-General and his 
deputy, to keep a feparate account for the new{papers, and the deputy 
Poft-inafters fhall recieve fifty per cent on the poftage of all new{papers : 
And if any other matter or thing be enclofed in fuch papers, the whole 
packet fhall be charged, agreeably to the-rates eftablifhed by this att, for 
letters or packets. And ifany of the perfons employed in any depart- 
ment of the Poft-office, fhall unlawfully detain, delay, embezzle or de-' 
itroy any newfpaper, with which he fhall Le entrufted, fuch offenders, 
for every fuch offence, fhall forfeit a fum not exceeding fifty dollars; 
Prowded, That the Poft-mafter-General, in any contraé&, he may enter 
into, for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize the perfon, with 
whom fuch contraét is made, to carry newfpapers, other than thofe con- 
veyed in the mail. 

And be it further enaéted, That the Poft-mafter-General be, and he 1s 
hereby authorifed to allow to the deputy Poft-mafters refpeétively, fuch 
¢ommiffion on the monies arifing from the poftage of letters and packets, 
as he fhall think adequate to their refpettive fervices : Provided, That the 
iaid commiffion fhall not exceed forty per cent to any deputy, whofe 
compenfation thereby fhall not exceed fifty dollars, nor thirty per cent to 
any deputy, whofe compen{ation thereby fhall not exceed one hundred 
dollars, nor twenty per cent to any other deputy, except the Poft-mafter 
at the port, where the European packets do, or fhall fteadily arrive ; to 
whom fuch farther allowance, in addition to the emoluments of his ofhee, 
fhali be made, as the Poft-mafter-Genera! fhall deem a reafonable com- 
penfation for his extra fervig#s in the receipt and difpatch of letters, ©- 
riginally received into his office, from on board fuch packets, and by him 
forwarded to other offices: And provided alfo, That the compenfations 
aforefaidthall not exceed eighteen hundred dollars per annum to any 
one: poftmatter for all fervices by him rendered, | 
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And be it further enafted, That if any deputy Poft-mafter, or other per: 
fon, authorized to receive the poltage of letters and packets, fhall negleét 
or refufe to render his accounts, and pay over to the Poft-mafter-General, 
the balance by him due, at the end of every three months, it fhall be the 
duty of the Poft-mafter-General, to caufe a fuit to be commenced againft 
the perfon or perfons fo negleéting or refufing : And if the Poft-mafter- 
General fhall not caufe fuch fuit to be commenced within three months, 
from the end of every fuch three months, the balances due from every 
fuch delinquent fhall be charged to, and recoverable from the Poft-mafter- 
General. 

And be it further enafted, That all pecuniary penalties and forfeitures, 
incurred under this a€t, fhall be, one half for the ufe of the perfon or 

rfons informing and profecuting for the fame, the other half to the ufe 
of the United States, 

And be it further enaked, That it fhall be lawful for the Poft-mafter- 
General, to make provifion, where it may be neceflary, for the receipt 
of all letters and packets intended to be conveyed by any fhip or veifel, 
beyond fea, or from any port of the United States to another port there- 
in; and the letters fo received fhall be formed into a mail, fealed up, 
and direétéd to the poft-mafter of the port to which fuch fhip or vefiel 
fhall be bound. And for every letter or packet fo received, there fhall 
be paid, at the time of its reception, a poftage of one cent. And the 
Tul caihnethdeeedd may make arrangements with the poftmafters in any 
foreign country for the reciprocal receipt and delivery of letters and 
packets, through the poft-offices, 

And be it further enaéted, That the deputy poft-mafters, and the per- 
fons employed in the tranfportation of the mail, fhall be exempt from 
militia dsttina, or any fine or penalty for negleét thereof, 
~ And be it further enafted, That all the furplus-revenue of the general 
poft-office, which fhall have accrued, previous to the firft day of June 
next, not heretofore appropriated, be, and the fame is hereby appropria- 
ted towards defraying any deficiency which may arife in the revenue of 
the faid department for the year next enfuing. 

And be it further enatted. That the a& paffed the laft feffion of Congrefs 
intituled, ‘* An a& to.continue in force, for a limited time, an aét intitu- 
ted, ** An aét for the temporary eftablifhment of the pott-office,”’ be, and 
the fame is hereby continued in full force until the firft day of June 
next, and no longer. 

And be it further enaticd, That this aét fhall be in-force forthe term of 
two years, from the faid firft day of June next, and no longer. 

Jona. Trumautt, Speaker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives. 
jJoun Avams, Vice Prefident of the United States, and Prefident of 
the Senate. ; 

Approved, February the twentieth, 1792. 

G°. WASHINGTON, Prefdent of the United States. 
_ Deposited among the Rolls in the Ofpce of the Secretary of State. 
Tue Jerrerson, Secretary of State. 








BOSTON, Friday, Marcu 16, 1792. 
TOWN MEETING. 
Monday, Marth i2 
Prayer was made by the Rev. Mr. Ecxuey. 
#he Hon, Tromas Dawes, Efg. was chofen Moderator. The 
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The officers for the laft year, were, in general, rechofea. 
A Committee was chofen, to confider and report, at the May meeting} 

on fome meafures necetlary to be taken to carry the By-Laws of the tow 

into execution. 


NEWS FROM PORT-AU-PRINCE. 

By a gentleman lately from Port-au-Prince we have a confirmation of 
the melancholy ftate of the French colony of St. Dominco. The ac- 
count whith we at firft had of the indifcriminate flaughter of men, wom- 
en and children, at the time of the fire, was indeed exaggerated, as none 
but the mulatto men were objects of vengeance ; the reafon of which was 
this : The day preceding the fire was the day on which peace was to have 
been eftablified between them and the whites ; but aquarrel which hap- 
pened between a white man and a mulattoe o¢cafioned the death of the 
latter, on which both parties took arms and feveral were killed. In the 
night the mulattoes fet fre to two buildings in different parts.of the town 
@s a fignal to their brethren in other parts of the bay ; thefe fires were 
extinguifhed before morning, when the general ftre began in the town, 
which is fuppofed to have been caufed by other means. Ever fince that 
time there has been’a mortal hatred between the whites and the mulat- 
toes ; but the former feem to be the moft exafperated and’ implacable, 
having frequently cut off the heads of the others and carried them about 
on bayonets and poles, and of the ariftocrats who join the mulattoes, 
they have hung feveral and exercifed the moft wanton barbarities on 
their bodies. In the quarter of Leogane feveral plantations have been 
deftroyed by the mulattoes and the planters murdered; but the negrees 
are not fo deeply concerned in the oppofttion as in the northerly part of 
the colony. When ouy informant left the Iffand, about the middle of 
February, no more than 300 troops had arrived fram France. The town 
is fortifted by intrenchments and’ redoulsts on the land fide ; two fhips of 
war, and a floating battery are there, but the wholc_force of the whites is 
totally infufficient for the defence of the place if the mutattoes were 
cetermined and defperate, which it was expeéted would prove to be the 
cafe, unlels a very large force fhould fpeedily arrive from’ France. 

SHIP NEWS. 

On Saturday evening laft a fhip from Liverpool, Capt. Ifaac Chauncy, be- 
longing to Col. Elipnralet Ladd af Exeter, was bilged on a ledge of rocks off 
Duxbury beach.” The mafter and thirteen other perfons were drowned—two 
only of the hands were taken off the wreck alive by a boat from Plymouth light 
hioufe.s Among the dead are two young gentlemen from Birmingham, who in- 
tended to fetile im this town, and had large property on board. tis fatd that 
the Capiain was confined to his cabin by pcknefs, and the Mate, trufting rather 
to his own judgment than'the, Captain’s directions, kept the fhip too far to the 
weftward ; and when the miftake was difcovered it was too tate to rectify it.’ 
Capt. Crauncy met death with much compofure, and gave his pocket book, con- 

aining his moft valuable papers, to his cahin boy who happily was one of the 
The friends of Capt. Chauncy mingle their tears with thofe 
of his forrowful parent the Hon. Mr. Chauncy of Kittery, on this melancholy 
eccafion. Lhe corps is brought hither, and depofited in the family tomb with 
the remains of his worthy grandfather the late Rev. Dr. Chauncy. 

DIED |—At Lynn, Mrs. Rachel Roby Zt. 67, confort of the Rev. 
Jofeph Roby.—In this town, Mr. Richaid Folts. —Suddenly on 








Wednefday morning Mrs. Sarah Grant, AZ. 39 the amiable wife of Mo- 
fes Grant, Efq. Her funeral will proceed from his dwelling houfe at 
We Bofton, precifty at 5 o'clock, Saturday afternoon, which her friends 
and acquaintance are defired to attend without further invitation. 




















